SUPPORT OREGON FARMERS

FEEDING OREGON KIDS

Oregon legislators are poised to bring great Oregon agricultural
products - fruits, vegetables and more - into the school lunchroom.

WHAT’S FOR

LUNCH?

HB 3476 (Kotek) Allocates 15
cents per school meal served to
incorporate Oregon agricultural
products. Connecting Oregon
agriculture with Oregon schools,
HB 3307 (Clem) creates a
Farm to School Program within
the Oregon Department of
Agriculture.

These two bills are complement-
ed by HB 3185 (Clem), which
awards mini-grants for school
gardens and other agriculture
and food-based learning.

CHEW ON THIS:

e Oregon is one of a handful of states that doesn't contribute additional funds to
support implementation of the National School Lunch and Breakfast program.
It's catch up time.

e Oregon agriculture deserves a spot in the lunch line. These bills make it possible
for the state’s agricultural community — from farmers to food processors, manu-
facturers and distributors — to bring great Oregon products into the school
lunchroom.

e These bills address two issues at once: adequately funding our school lunch
program AND bolstering the Oregon agricultural economy.

e Cafeterias, school gardens and farm fields are great classrooms and Oregon kids
deserve to know that they live in one of the most agriculturally diverse states in the
country. These bills bridge urban and rural Oregon, restoring much-needed balance
and educating kids about where food comes from.

e |n Oregon, 43% of the meals we serve in schools go to children participating in the
USDA's free or reduced program. For many of these kids, school lunch may be their
primary source of food and nutrients all day. These bills would ensure that Oregon’s
most vulnerable children have equal access to great food.

e Childhood obesity and related health problems are escalating at an alarming rate.
These bills present viable strategies for addressing obesity and other weight related
issues because eating behaviors practiced during childhood carry over into adult-
hood.

e \With their proven and holistic approach, these bills enjoy widespread support,
earning an A+ from schools, parents, agricultural groups, educators, and health
professionals far and wide.

For more information:
Debra Lippoldt, Growing Gardens,
503.284.8420, deb@growing-gardens.org

Michelle Markesteyn Ratcliffe,

Sleoiis FOG. & Femms, A 1S.E00) Please join us in supporting Oregon Farmers
mratcliffe@ecotrust.org . .
Feeding Oregon Kids. Complete and return the

For updates: .
endorsement form or send us an email.

http://www.ecotrust.org/farmtoschool



OREGON FARMERS
FEEDING OREGON KIDS

Endorsement Form
HB 3476, HB 3307, HB 3185

(Not a fan of forms? You can also just send a quick email to mratcliffe@ecotrust.org giving us permission to list you or your organization as a supporter.)

I'm signing on as an:
[ ] Individual
[ ] On behalf of my organization

Thank you for supporting Oregon Farmers Feeding Oregon Kids! Please note that your name, or your organization’s name, will be
included in a long list of supporters and may be shared with interested media, legislators, etc.

If an organizational endorsement, would your organization be willing to send information about these bills to your
constituents/membership?
[ ] Yes, please send me information and I'll make sure it gets out.

[ ] No

Name:

Organization:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Primary Contact Person:

Phone: Email:

Would you like to make a statement of support for inclusion in our legislative packets? If so, please send us a note or write
your statement below. Be sure to include information such as why you are supporting the bills, how they may impact you
or your organization, etc.

Alternatively, you could write a letter of support and mail it to:
Oregon Farmers Feeding Oregon Kids

c/o Ecotrust Food & Farms

721 NW 9th Avenue, Suite 200

Portland, OR 97209

Thank you again for your support.
You can return this form by mailing it to the Ecotrust Food & Farms address above, or via fax at 503.222.1517.
You can also just get in touch via email at mratcliffe@ecotrust.org.
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